Parent Forum Summer Term 2026: Key Highlights & Discussion Points
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our recent meeting. We had a productive discussion regarding our school’s progress, upcoming events and home learning. Here is a summary of what was discussed:
1. Ofsted & School Development
· Reflecting on our Ofsted Report: We have thoroughly reviewed our recent Ofsted report and the feedback was that parents felt it read well. The targets identified have directly shaped our School Development Plan (SDP) for the upcoming academic year.
· The New Inspection Framework: It is worth noting that the current Ofsted framework is brand new and holds schools to a much higher standard. Ofsted is already adapting this framework further this September.
· Academic Progress & Data: As a whole school, our academic data is in above or in line with national averages. Our key area of focus next year will be further supporting our disadvantaged pupil group, where we are currently slightly below the national average. This will be a primary focus of our SDP.
· Attendance: We held a valuable discussion on how we can best support families to improve attendance for children who are frequently absent. Every day in school matters!
· Curriculum & Wellbeing: Our discussions also touched upon our curriculum, specifically how we are boosting vocabulary in the classroom, as well as our ongoing commitment to personal development, wellbeing and promoting British Values.
2. PE & Sporting Events
· Sports Fixtures & Selection: Mr McHale gave a helpful presentation detailing how our sporting fixtures run and the process we use to select pupils for teams.
· Football Event: We are currently reviewing arrangements and staff/volunteer availability (including Laura Spooner) for the upcoming football events.
· Sports Premium Funding: All schools have been informed that the Sports premium funding will cease during the next academic year. We hope to receive further clarity and information on this before January.
· Sports Day Announcement: We discussed a new way to announce the winning team on Sports Day. Next year, team captains will go around the field with a sign to notify the school of winners.
3. Home Learning & Handwriting
· Home Learning in KS1: Homework continues to be optional in Key Stage 1.
· Building Good Habits: While optional at a young age, we highly encourage home learning as it builds excellent routines that prepare children well for the transition to secondary school.
· Handwriting at Home: We addressed questions regarding practicing handwriting at home. Handwriting is a major focus across the school. Because research shows that teaching handwriting incorrectly can actually be detrimental to a child's physical writing development, we guide this closely in class.
· Writing Opportunities: For parents looking to encourage writing at home, our creative topic tasks are specifically designed to provide natural, engaging writing opportunities. These are available on Google classroom each term. 

