	Parent Forum Minutes
	5.2.25

	Staff present: Shona Pitcher and Matt McHale



Actions from Autumn term:
	· Check GRAND rules are on the website
· Zones of Regulation info to go in newsletter 
	· Yes these are now on the website
· This is being put together and should be shared soon

	· SP to investigate calendar features on website and letters being added to calendar
· Put item in the newsletter on how to access the school calendar 
· CRC Class Rep Coordinators to action– Monday morning and Friday afternoon – key information for the week.
· SP and LR investigate newsletter options via website provider
· Staff to check to ensure errors are not made (SP remind) 
	· At the moment we are transferring information to the website calendar as not all information on our whole school calendar is relevant. Trip letters will be added to the calendar section. Info will go in newsletter once this is up and running.
· Newsletter – still being looked at and investigated i.e. Costs. 

	· SP to update parents on new swim teacher once in post 
· Revisit swimming as an agenda item.
	· This has been actioned and feedback has been positive

	· SP to add information to website about Year group performances
	· This has been actioned 

	· SP check lights at bottom gate 
· SP ask staff about netball club/look at provider 
· Office staff to follow up with police officer in regards to whatsapp
	· Lights are in working order
· Office are in contact with a provider
· Office have contact PC to discuss whatsapp 



	Item
	Discussion
	Actions

	Sporting Fixtures/Clubs
	See Powerpoint
· Question raised around how the school knows if there are any exceptionally gifted sports children outside of school who may not take part in particular clubs. Parents to share this with the class teacher during parent teacher consultations. Teachers to ask this in the Autumn term.
· Both football clubs (Mr Tagg’s and Laura’s) take part in events and both adults talk to one another around choosing children best suited to represent the school.
· Parents raised Sportsmanship and managing how we lose. Staff will encourage children to shake hands with the other team regardless of the result.
· Sport day - Ensure children are all aware if they are taking part in an event before the day. It was raised that this can sometimes be last minute as some children who have been selected do not turn up on the day so a new selection needs to be made last minute.
	Send a reminder to parents that their child may get their 2nd choice club if there are spare places.

Teachers to ask about talents in the Autumn term.

School to let children know who has been selected but also who hasn’t been selected as they usually don’t find out from the adults. 

Sport day - Ensure children are all aware if they are taking part in an event before the day.


	Trips
	· It was asked why don’t Year 4 visit the British Museum? Discussed Heritage project with secondary schools. British Museum – Year 4 don’t go anymore due to this as both Southborough and TGS visit and it is more suitable for this age group. Viking workshop more beneficial than British Museum for Year 4 age range.
· Information about trips, costs etc. can be found on the school website under each year group
· Year 1 trip to Brooklands - Children didn’t get a chance to get on the concord. We will raise with staff. This could be due to cost. 
· Parent suggestion - Structured worksheets for children for each location would be useful when children are not taking part in a workshop etc. otherwise you aren’t learning much e.g. Tower of London and Brooklands. More focused and parents are informed of the aim of the rooms trips etc.
· Parent asked about overnight stay in Year 4 and 5. SWOT Analysis – Not the right thing to do at this stage. Due to:
1. Age appropriateness – children may not be ready – independence
2. Emotional comfort- homesick
3. Educational Value – How is this different to our Year 6 trip
4. Cost – Expensive and reduced uptake in year 6 trip. All trips work at a loss and another overnight stay would have a significant impact on the schools finances.
5. Equity- not all families from different background may find it financially tricky to go on two trips in their school year
6. Staffing- difficulty as impacts staff own families and classes
7. Thames Young Mariners is a good step for Year 4 ready for the year 6 residential
· If parents volunteer as parents. Can they be notified quicker so they can book time out? Let the parents know yes or no ASAP.
	Teachers to consider activities on the trip and offer structured worksheets for children for each location if there is no workshop.
Office notify parents quicker so they can book time out if needed on a trip. Let the parents know yes or no ASAP.


	Home Learning
	· A parent asked about 11 Plus preparation. We do not prepare children for the 11+. It is not part of the national curriculum. We do not know the pass rates as it is not shared with us.
· A parent asked about Year 6 preparation for high school. We are mindful in year 6. We prepare the children for transition for secondary school. Emotional resilience, how you behave with different people etc.
· A parent asked about the school’s approach to homework. Research shows homework won’t have as much as an educational impact compared to other school strategies but it is useful for parents to see what their child is learning about at school. It also gets the children ready for secondary school – independent research skills etc.
· Particular individuals who may struggle with home learning have differentiated home learning and a Home learning club is offered to a number of children (by invitation mainly for disadvantaged pupils)
· Parents felt that a balance of sometimes worksheets and sometimes on the computer helps
	

	AOB
	· Would it be possible to consider an "amnesty" of dress up costumes that could be donated to the school for reuse every year?
· Our children have been dismayed at some new rules applying at break time. We are curious about this change of policy this year, what drives this, and the impact on children who feel that they cannot release their energy at the break playing their favourite games?
· Can a swimming curriculum be sent to parents/added to the website?
· Could we get the dates of the Spring Y4 & 5 Spring Concert and the Summer Music Concert?
· Assemblies – can this information go in the newsletter? Assembly themes?
· Could GASPA add more info on their page of the school website about the specific roles of GASPA members and how parents can get involved with GASPA in more detail?
· World Book day dress up – which day?
· Parent questionnaire to go out end of the week 
· 90th Birthday Celebrations ideas!

	· Parents to donate costumes to the school and these will be sued in dressing up boxes or to support children that do not have access to a costume. 
· No change to policy. If the children are playing unsafely then the game may be suspended for a period of time.
· Yes we will ask the new swim teacher to add swimming curriculum to the website.
· Dates will be on the newsletter shortly.
· It is difficult to predict too far in advance what our assembly theme will be but we will share anything relevant in the newsletter. 
· Yes – SP to pass this on to GASPA. 

· No preference either way as long as it was communicated.
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	Next Agenda items Summer Term
	· Wraparound Care
· British values and Events
	





